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The Law And The Road Are One
Sounds Of Caligula: SOGCD001
Formats: CD • DD
Release Date: 6th June 2005

“...Big Rock is BACK: fuck off riffs, 60 fags a day vocal, and power chords that hit you like a jeep cherokee with bull
bars. It's no surprise the band look every inch the scary-ass cowboys they sound like.” CLASSIC ROCK

“Lord, Kill The Pain No. 37/100 Best Songs Of The Noughties.” CLASSIC ROCK

The Paths Of Glory...Lead But To the Grave
Sounds Of Caligula: SOGCD002
Formats: CD • DD
Release Date: 29th October 2007

“Rock behemoths bring home the bacon on album number two. For fans of Deep Purple & Down.”
KERRANG!

Helvete Ja! Live in Sweden
Sounds Of Caligula: SOGCD003
Formats: CD • DD
Release Date: 29th June 2009

“An advert for what a cool rock band can do live. London based rock lords Pig Iron are fucking great.”
KERRANG!

Another Mule / April (split 7”)*
Sounds Of Caligula: SOG45007
Formats: 45 • DD
Release Date: 5th April 2010
*Split single 45 features Pig Irön b/w Kingskin

Blues + Power = Destiny 
Sounds Of Caligula: SOGCD006
Formats: CD • LP • DD
Release Date: 17th May 2009

“Biker Metal Extraordinaire” CLASSIC ROCK 

“Bloody brilliant...simply a great album” POWERPLAY

“Glorious riffage...crushingly heavy” KERRANG!
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RELEASE DATE: 17th MAY 2010
ARTIST: PIG IRÖN 

TITLE: Blues + Power = Destiny
CD: SOGCD006 LP: SOGLP006*

LABEL: SOUNDS OF CALIGULA FOR-
MATS: CD / LP / DOWNLOAD

*The strictly Limited Edition Deluxe 12” LP
comes in coloured vinyl with gatefold sleeve, 

A2 poster & a CD of the whole album

Produced by Pig Irön. Engineered & Mixed

by Ed Turner at Toe Rag Music, 

London, April 2008 & January 2010

All songs written and arranged by

Ash/Gilmour/Ogle/Smith

1. Love In Spirit (6:39)

2. You’re Alright With Me (4:05)

3. Hitch (4:53)

4. Golden (7:10)

5. Our Lady Of Blessed Acceleration (5:23)

6. One Thousand Grains Of Sand (5:20)

7. Lucky (3:06)

8. Death Rattle (7:53) 

JOHNNY OGLE: vocals & blues harp

HUGH GILMOUR: bass guitar, 

acoustic guitar & keyboards

JOE SMITH: drums & percussion

BEN ASH: electric & acoustic guitars

More than two years after the release of last album, ‘The Paths
Of Glory...Lead But To The Grave’ (2007), and a full five years
since debut ‘The Law And The Road Are One’ (2005), Pig Irön
are back with a new record – and one that’s likely to see them ride
even further down the path to rock glory.

It’s called ‘Blues + Power = Destiny’, and for once this is an
album title that’s also descriptive of the music within. Because the
whole basis of the Pig Irön style, sound and sensibility is blues
and power. The combination drove the debut to impressive
heights – with ‘Lord, Kill The Pain’ making it onto Classic Rock
magazine’s list of the Top 100 songs of the first decade in the 21st

century. Now, the approach has been broadened out, given fresh
horizons and benefited from a revitalised fire in the Iron’s collec-
tive eye. As vocalist Johnny Ogle says: “It feels like a new begin-
ning for the band”.

One of the crucial reasons for this is that there’s a new guitarist in
the slot. He’s Ben Ash, who brings to the band a real passion and
flamboyance that gives each track its own smear of spark and
sparkle. In a way, this album also represent a transition, in the
handing over of the guitar mantle from founder member Dave
Pattenden to Ash; the former’s actually on two songs – ‘Golden’
and ‘You’re Alright With Me’, both recorded before he left to live
in Toronto.

“Ben is a great player ,and he teaches guitar for a living, so he
ends up writing a lot,” reveals Ogle. “Musically, he has con-
tributed loads – he shits riffs, and is constantly presenting us
with new material and ideas. It’s quite daunting sometimes, as
there is so much good stuff, we would never be able to get
through it all. He’s really adapted.”

The album was recorded at Toe Rag studios in London, with the
band producing and Ed Turner engineering and mixing. Says
Ogle: “The whole idea of four people playing/recording music
together - in one room - really appeals to me. Someone once said,
‘People used to make records – as in a record of an event, and
that’s how I think of the Toe Rag recording experience. 

“We basically did everything live, with very minimal overdubs.
Recording there (live) changes the way you play – you have to be
tight and very prepared. It’s all recorded onto one-inch tape and
then mixed down to half-inch tape – and there ain’t much room
for Queen-style, 15-layer harmonies and all that; this album has
got a couple of vocal overdubs, a couple of guitar overdubs - and
that’s it”.

With the solid, steady rhythm section of  (bass) and Joe Smith
(drums) locking in on every track and driving the machine, Ogle
(who also plays blues harp) and Ash can open up the throttle and
test out ideas to push the Pig Irön charabanc ever forward. In
some respects, it’s as if the debut was a tentative prod, but this
time there’s a full on, confident stride.

“I wouldn’t say our direction has changed, but our circumstances
have,” admits the singer. “We’re just rolling with the punches and
seeing what comes out.”

The album is released by Sounds Of Caligula on May 17th, with
distribution by Cargo. Not only will this be on CD, but also on a
very limited coloured 12” vinyl, with a gatefold sleeve, an A2
poster of the band and a CD of the record. Highly collectible!

“I’m so pleased with this album, that I want people to hear it,”
exclaims Ogle in conclusion. “I think whether or not we get a sup-
port tour, we will do quite a few gigs around the country to sup-
port the release – we need to show people what we’re made of
and playing live is the best way to do that. Hopefully, we’ll get on
some festivals, too. An American tour would be awesome, once
we get this record out there. Beyond that – we need to keep writ-
ing and keep honing our skills for the next album!”

The Irön horde is on the move again, and this time they’re march-
ing to the beat of destiny. Feel the blues, smell the power – but
most of all, revel in the sounds of one of the UK’s best bands.

Malcolm Dome
London April 2010
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New Release: HITCH  EP
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11..  HHiittcchh
From the acclaimed new album, Blues + Power = Destiny which according to Kerrang! magazine, 

"mixes brute strength with panache to stunning effect", and by Powerplay as 
"bloody brilliant..."Hitch" in particular is revealed as a stone cold classic - and it's not alone."

2. Lord, Kill The Pain (Original 2005 Version)
Taken from Pig Iron's 2005 debut The Law And The Road Are One, this song was hailed as 

one of the "Best Of The Noughties" by Classic Rock magazine, 
and the 20th best album in Classic Rock’s Best 50 Albums Of 2005.

3. Ruler Of Tomorrow
This up tempo hard rocker originally appeared on 2007's The Paths Of Glory...Lead But To The Grave,

which became Classic Rock’s 13th Best Album Of 2007.

4. Biker Lord (Live in Sweden)
Recorded in Malmo, Sweden way back in 2004, and taken from the CD Helvete Ja! 'Nuff said!

5. Another Mule (Is Kicking In My Stall) (New 2010 Version)
Recorded live in one take straight to analogue tape at London's famed and acclaimed Toe Rag studios in
January 2010, this exclusive version features the belting, but soulful and bluesy vocals of Emma Wilson.

Only originally available on a highly collectable and strictly limited edition 7" single/45rpm vinyl.

6. Golden (Live in London)
This exclusive and previously unreleased live version was recorded in London in 2009,

and came straight off the mixing desk; no mixing, no overdubs, no nothing!
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A Q&A with PIG IRÖN’S JOHNNY OGLE
HOW WAS RECORDING IN TOE RAG?
Toe Rag was everything I hoped it would be. I’m very ‘old school’ in my approach to music, anyway – and the whole idea of four people
playing / recording music together - in one room - really appeals to me. Someone once said ‘people used to make records – as in a record
of an event’ and that’s how I think of the Toe Rag recording experience. We basically did everything live, with very minimal overdubs.
Recording there (live) changes the way you play – you have to be tight and very prepared. It’s all recorded onto one-inch tape and then
mixed down to half-inch tape – and there ain’t much room for Queen-style fifteen-layer harmonies and all that – this album has got a
couple of vocal overdubs, a couple of guitar overdubs - and that’s it. I love the way they do things there – we were basically banished from
the control room during the mixing process. Ed Turner delivered the album as you hear it – he locks himself away for a day or so and
presented us with a perfect mix, in my opinion. As far as the way the studio looks – it’s like something from Doctor Who – or the pic-
tures of The Beatles in Abbey Road in the early sixties. Actually, a lot of their equipment was bought from Abbey Road. 

WHO PRODUCED THE RECORD?
Ed Turner (engineer and mixer of the album) is one of Toe Rag’s in-house guys. He recorded and mixed the whole thing and did an awe-
some job. The band produced the album, though, I guess. We don’t have anyone telling us what to do – we dictate what goes on and we
arrived at the studio with a lot of pre-meditated ideas for the songs this time – despite the fact that some of the songs were less than a
week old when we recorded them. The first time we went, we were very un-prepared. The second time, we were ready to rock. 

WAS THIS YOUR FIRST TIME IN A “PROPER” STUDIO?
For the first Pig Irön releases, we recorded the drums in a proper studio and did everything else in Dave’s home studio. It’s a very cheap
way of recording and it means you retain a lot more control over the way things sound – you can re-record your vocals as many times as
you like, but the temptation to do that also means it can take a very long time to finish an album. In Toe Rag, we did the whole thing in
less than a week – including mixing time. The nature of the studio means you cant fuck around – you have very minimal time to nail
your takes and there is no obsessing – saying ‘oh I don’t like the way I said that word’ or anything like that – you kind of just have to live
with it – warts an’ all. Difficult for me, as I cant stand the sound of my own voice, but Ed did such a good job on the whole thing, that I
love listening to the album now. So, yes – I guess it was our first time in a proper studio – and I think we sound better for it. 

WHY IS DAVE NOT PLAYING ON THIS ALBUM?
Dave IS on the album – he plays on two tracks – ‘Golden’ and ‘You’re Alright With Me’. He was still with us for our initial recording ses-
sion at Toe Rag, but then subsequently moved to Toronto (bizarrely, my home town!) before the second recording session. You can hear
his Strat in the left hand side of those two tracks – but Ben Ash is our main plank spanker now. 

HOW HAS DAVE’S DEPARTURE AFFECTED THE BAND’S DYNAMIC?
It feels like a new beginning for the band.

WHAT HAS BEN CONTRIBUTED TO PIG IRON?
Ben is a great player and he teaches guitar for a living, so he ends up writing a lot. Musically, he has contributed loads – he shits riffs and
is constantly presenting us with new material and ideas. It’s quite daunting sometimes, as there is so much good stuff, we would never
be able to get through it all. He’s really adapted himself to adopt the ideology of what does and what doesn’t ‘sound like Pig Irön’. And
his enthusiasm is infectious.

TELL US ABOUT HARD ROCK HELL?
HRH was amazing, this time round. The first time was amazing, too – but this year we were on the bigger stage and the turn-out was
mind-blowing. The hall started to fill up and I couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw people trying to squeeze in at the back! The HRH
audience have a different feel to any other audience I’ve ever sang to – the feeling of appreciation from the crowd was inspiring for me
and gave me a real feeling of confidence - and that made me perform better, I think. It really couldn’t have gone better - and it made me
want to play on a bigger stage more often. It was AWESOME!! Thanks to everyone who came to watch us play – you ROCK!! 

THIS SOUNDS LIKE A MUCH HEAVIER ALBUM THAN BEFORE?
I think it might be a little heavier, but then the songs are more well-structured, I think. I am always up for Pig Irön being heavier, but
sometimes the songs just don’t come out that way. We didn’t make a conscious decision for this album to be heavier – but Ben’s guitar
sound, the quality of the studio and the songwriting all combined make the whole thing sound different to the last albums. If it’s heav-
ier, then so be it. That’s fine by me!

IS THIS A NEW DIRECTION FOR PIG IRON?
I wouldn’t say our direction has changed, but our circumstances have. We’re just rolling with the punches and seeing what comes out.
We’ll carry on making music as long as it sounds good to us and people like it. I would say that we are all very pleased with this album
and it has shown us what we can achieve if we put our minds to it. Onwards and upwards!

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR THE BAND FOR 2010 AND BEYOND?
I would like to get some high-profile gigs and get our name out there. I’m so pleased with this album, that I want people to hear it. I think
whether or not we get a support tour, we will do quite a few gigs around the country to support the release – we need to show people
what we’re made of and playing live is the best way to do that. Hopefully, we’ll get on some festivals, too. An American tour would be
awesome, once we get distribution over there. Beyond that – we need to keep writing and keep honing our skills for the next album!
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JULY 2001
Pig Irön play their first rehearsal together in the basement of The Peel
in Kingston-upon-Thames. Joe Smith on drums, Dave Pattenden on
guitar, Johnny Ogle on vocals and blues harp and Hugh Gilmour on
bass are brought together by their shared love of the classic hard rock
of Motörhead, MC5, The Doors, Monster Magnet, The Guess Who and
Pentagram. 

JUNE 2002
A year after their inception, Pig Irön play their debut on 20th June 2002
at The Peel in Kingston. Two weeks before the gig, Dave announced
he can’t make the show (Dave: "The Mrs has booked two weeks in
Benidorm without checking with me!"). Whizz-kid guitar-slinger Ben
Ash is drafted in for the gig. His amps know two volumes: LOUD and
OFF.

NOVEMBER 2002
Bruce Dickinson and Janick Gers decide to check out Pig Irön, and
once discovering what all the fuss was about, Bruce invites Pig Irön to
appear in session on his BBC6 Radio Christmas Special. The only
catch is that Bruce has to sing Deep Purple’s ‘Space Truckin’’ with the
band. This is not a problem.

DECEMBER 2002
Pig Irön perform ‘The Ballad Of Thulsa Doom’ and ‘Biker Lord’ to a
small but appreciative audience at the BBC’s Maida Vale MV4 studio.
As promised, Pig Irön allow Bruce to sing on the aforementioned Deep
Purple classic. Much beer is drank.

JANUARY 2003
Pig Irön play their first major London date, supporting Budgie at
London’s Mean Fiddler (RIP). The rest of 2003 is spent gigging with the
likes of Orange Goblin and The Almighty’s Ricky Warwick, and writing
material for their and much anticipated, imminent debut.

MAY 2004
The band begin recording what will be their debut, “The Law And The
Road Are One”. The same month they make their first live appearance
in Sweden. The resulting live recording from the show is later released
officially as “Helvete Ja! Live In Sweden”. 

DECEMBER 2004
A highly limited, and now very collectible 100 copies of “The Law And
The Road Are One” are pressed just in time for the band’s second
visit to Sweden, this time to play in Gothenburg and Stockholm. The
first pressing soon sells out.

JUNE 2005
“The Law And The Road Are One” receives an official release, and
according to Metal Hammer, “Pig Irön’s debut is a perfect introduction
to their gritty, Southern tinged rock,” and according to Classic Rock
“Big Rock is BACK: fuck off riffs, 60 fags a day vocal, and power
chords that hit you like a jeep cherokee with bull bars. It’s no surprise
the band look every inch the scary-ass cowboys they sound like.” Pig
Irön do not feel inclined to argue.

SEPTEMBER 2005
Pig Irön are invited to support Iron Maiden at London’s legendary
Hammersmith Apollo in aid of Clive Burr. The concert is a resounding
success, and according to Kerrang! magazine, the band “go down an
absolute storm...If you can win over a Maiden crowd in less than 40
minutes you must be doing something right.”

DECEMBER 2005
“The Law And The Road Are One” appears in end of year poles,
including the 20th best album in Classic Rock’s Best 50 Albums Of
2005. Not bad for a CD that had cost the band £150 to record. 

APRIL 2006
Pig Irön begin recording what will become “The Paths of
Glory...Lead But To The Grave”.  They will spend 18 months making
this, their full length debut.

OCTOBER 2007
“The Paths of Glory...Lead But To The Grave” is finally released.
Reviews are uniformly good, from positive to raving, with Classic Rock
reckoning the album has “some of the biggest riffs ever committed to
tape and an overall sound that manages to cram the best bits from the
last 35 years of heavy music into nine heroically brawny blues metal
anthems.” Ben Ash finally joins on a permanent basis after Dave
announces he “has to go on tour with Iron Maiden next year”. 

DECEMBER 2007
“The Paths of Glory...Lead But To The Grave” appears in many end
up year poles, becoming Classic Rock’s 13th Best Album Of 2007.
Much celebrating is done by all.

MARCH 2008
Pig Irön undertake a tour supporting a reformed Waysted, and much
fun is had by all. It is doubtful as to how “reformed” Waysted actually
are.

APRIL 2008
Pig Irön enter the legendary Toe Rag studios in Hackney to lay down
two tracks that will eventually appear on “Blues+Power=Destiny”. It’s
the only time the band will record as a five piece, complete with
“duelling” lead axes.

DECEMBER 2008
The band are invited to play Hard Rock Hell’s Clive Aid stage. The gig
is a resounding success, not least for being joined onstage by the
Satanic Sluts (featuring Georgina Baillie) on the closing number ‘The
Pentagram’. This is the last time Dave performed with the band. 

JUNE 2009
“Helvete Ja! Live In Sweden” is released as a stop-gap, whilst the
band concentrate on writing material for “Blues+Power=Destiny”.
Sadly, Dave decides to move to Canada to pursue a career as a film-
maker. He is much missed.

DECEMBER 2009
Pig Irön make a second appearance at Hard Rock Hell, which again
is a complete success.

JANUARY 2010
They return to Hackney’s Toe Rag with Ed Turner at the control desk
in order to record the remainder of the album. Recording live, without
a computer or pro-tools rig in sight, the album is finished in a mere four
days. The band are very pleased with the result. The same month,
‘Lord, Kill The Pain’ is also hailed as one of the best songs of the
noughties by Classic Rock magazine.

5th APRIL 2010
Pig Irön release their first (ever!) single. It’s a recording of ‘Another
Mule...” also made at the same Toe Rag sessions that produced the
latest album, but this time featuring the belting, bluesy vocals of Emma
Wilson. As the song has already appeared on the band’s first three
CDs, it’s not included on the track list for “Blues+Power=Destiny”.

17th MAY 2010
“Blues+Power=Destiny” is released, on CD, download and 12” LP!

19th MAY 2010
Pig Irön play their only UK gig to support the release of
“Blues+Power=Destiny” at London’s Crobar on Manette Street.
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“Big Rock is BACK: fuck off riffs, 60 fags a day vocal, and power chords that hit you like a jeep cherokee with bull bars.
It's no surprise the band look every inch the scary-ass cowboys they sound like.” CLASSIC ROCK

“Rootsy heavy-assed blues guitar and honky-tonk harp serve as the perfect soundtrack for an evening with a bottle of cheap bourbon 
and a pack of Marlboro Reds. Rawk!” KERRANG!

“Ever been to a Texan biker bar and been engulfed by a choking wall of cigarette smoke mingling with the unmistakable tang of cheap whisky?
Nah, us neither, but save the air fare and pick up the second effort from these London bruisers 

and you'll feel (and possibly smell) like you have.” KERRANG!

“...some of the biggest riffs ever committed to tape and an overall sound that manages to cram the best bits from the last 35 years of heavy music
into nine heroically brawny blues metal anthems...invoking the spirit of Angus Young and Ted Nugent...” CLASSIC ROCK

“...prowls the wastelands that lie between Lynyrd Skynyrd and Black Label Society.” ZERO TOLERANCE

For further information please contact:
Email: info@pigiron.info

WEBSITE: www.myspace.com/soundsofcaligula  www.pigiron.info

THE NEW ALBUM “HELVETE JA!”
RECORDED LIVE IN SWEDEN
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THE LAW AND THE ROAD ARE ONE (2005)

also available: 
THE PATHS OF GLORY...LEAD BUT TO THE GRAVE (2007)
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2005

THE LAW AND THE ROAD ARE ONE
out NOW On Sounds Of Caligula Recordings, distributed by Cargo Records

“...Big Rock is BACK: fuck off riffs, 60 fags a day vocal, and power chords that hit you like a jeep cherokee with bull bars.
It's no surprise the band look every inch the scary-ass cowboys they sound like.”

CLASSIC ROCK (March 2005) HHHH

“...considerably more subtle and diverse than their name might imply, not that they're adverse to a bit of bludgeoning at
times...sounds frighteningly contemporary for such a bunch of obvious throwbacks.”

TERRORIZER (March 2005) 7.5/10

“A riotous redneck record.”
Geoff Barton / CLASSIC ROCK (June 2005)

"Pig Irön go down an absolute storm, their ramshackle but soulful grooves slowly but surely dragging this partisan crowd
along with them. If you can win over an Iron Maiden crowd in less than 40 minutes you must be doing something right.”

KERRANG! (17 September 2005)

“Pig Irön’s debut is a perfect introduction to their gritty, Southern tinged rock. 
From the opening groove of Aleister Crowley themed ‘The Pentagram’ to the Skynyrd-style soundscape of 

‘Lord kill The Pain’, it shows them to be one of the best doing the rounds at the moment.”
METAL HAMMER (October 2005) 8/10

"Rootsy heavy-assed blues guitar and honky-tonk harp serve as the perfect soundtrack 
for an evening with a bottle of cheap bourbon and a pack of Marlboro Reds. Rawk!”

KERRANG! (15 October 2005)

“Pig Irön are maturing into quite a force.”
CLASSIC ROCK (December 2005)

“A fine blend of classic rock influences moulded carefully into its own style.”
METAL HAMMER (December 2005)
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February 2009

For further information please contact:
Email: info@pigiron.info

WEBSITE: www.myspace.com/soundsofcaligula  www.pigiron.info



Kerrang! magazine
May 2010

KERRANG! May 2010

KKKK

THIRD SLAB OF GLORIOUS RIFFAGE FROM BRIT BLUES ROCKERS

DESPITE THEIR obvious veneration of all things Black Sabbath, Pig Irön eschew doom in favour
of being more of a beer and blues soaked hard rock band. They’ve got a surprising, yet undeni-
able, streak of pure melodic class and a less surprising penchant for big-arsed riffs. The recent
addition of a new guitarist has resulted in more wailing solos at the expense of their previously
prominent harmonica, but the six string histrionics are kept within the carefully crafted structures
of the songs. Crushingly heavy in places, the album retains a rich, warm feel and mixes brute
strength with panache to stunning effect.



Metal Hammer magazine
2010

METAL HAMMER May 2010

8/10

PIG IRÖN
HITCH EP
SOUNDS OF CALIGULA
A STOPGAP mini ‘best of’ from London’s gloriously unashamed Southern blues rock animals Pig
Irön. There are two previously unreleased tracks, and a selection of stuff from the band’s previous
releases, including the brilliant Lord, Kill The Pain that groove in just all the right places. [8]
JERRY EWING 
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